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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD YUVALI 
REFS: (A) TAIPEI 3679, (B) TAIPEI 3680 

1 . WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE 66 REFUGEES WITH MFA ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR GENERAL ANUG, WHO IS CHAIRMAN OF THE GOI INTER- 
MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED TO DEAL WITH THIS 
CASE PURSUANT TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN'S DECISION 

THAT THEY ARE TO BE ADMITTED TO ISRAEL (SEPTEL). ANUG 

TOLD US THAT HIS COMMITTEE'S DECISION IS THAT IT 

WOULD BE BETTER FOR THE REFUGEES TO GO TO JAPAN WHERE 

THE ISRAELIS HAVE AN EMBASSY AND FROM WHERE THEY COULD 

BE FLOWN DIRECTLY TO ISRAEL. FOR THAT REASON HE WOULD PREFER 

THAT THE REFUGEES BE ADMITTED TAMPORARILY TO TAIWAN AND EITHER TRANS 

FERRED DIRECTLY TO ISRAEL, IF THAT WOULD BE POSSIBLE, OR TO 

JAPAN FOR ONWARD MOVEMENT, RATHER THAN TRASPORTING THEM 

FROM KEELOUNG TO YOKOHAMA ABOARD THE YUVALI. WITH 

THIS POINT IN MIND. ANUG ASKED US TO CONVEY TO 

AMBASSADOR UNGER A REQUEST THAT HE EXPRESS GOI 
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VIEWS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. THE GROC SHOULD BE INFOMRED THAT THE GOI 
REQUESTS THAT THE 66 REFUGEES BE TEMPORARILY ADMITTED 
TO TAIWAN IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT BE TRANSFERRED 
DIRECTLY TO ISRAEL OR ONWARD TO JAPAN. THE GOI 

WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR SUBSISTENCE AND 
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MEDICAL COSTS, ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THEIR STAY 

IN TAIWAN WOULD BE VERY SHORT (ANUG INTERPRETS THIS 

TO MEAN A MATTER OF A FEW DAYS). IF THE FIRST 

SCENARIO IS POSSIBLE (DIRECT TRANSIT FROM TAIWAN 

TO ISRAEL), THE GOI ASKS U.S. SUPPORT IN OBTAINING 

PERMISSION FROM THE GROC AUTHORITIES FOR THE 

TEMPORARY ADMISSION OF AN ISRAELI CONSULAR OFFICER 

FROM THEIR EMBASSY IN TOKYO IN ORDER TO ISSUE 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION FOR THE REFUGEES. IF THE 

SECOND SCENARIO DEVELOPS (TRANSIT TO TOKYO FOR 

ONWARD TRAVEL), WHICH WOULD PRECLUDE THE NECESSITY OF 

TRAVEL BY AN INSRAELI CONSURLAR OFFICER AND WOULD BE PREFERRED, 

THE GOI ASKS WHETHER THE U.S. COULD HELP WITH THE 

TRANSFER OF THE REFUGEES FROM TAIWAN TO JAPAN. 

3. WE TOLD ANUG THAT AN INITIAL INTERVIEW WITH 
THE REFUGEES INDICATES THAT SOME OF THEM MAY 
QUALIFY FOR ADMISSION TO THE U.S. BUT WE COULD 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES GUARANTEE THAT. HE SAID 
THIS WAS UNDERSTOOD AND THAT THE REFUGEES ARE 
BEING ADMITTED TO ISRAEL WITH THE UNDERSTANDING 
THAT MANY OF THEM WILL APPLY FOR RESETTLEMENT 
ELSEWHERE BUT SOME MAY BE UNABLE TO DEPART FROM 
ISRAEL; IN THAT CASE, UNDER PRIME MINISTER'S 
DIRECTIVE THEY WOULD BE PERMITTED TO REMAIN HERE. 

DUNNIGAN 
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